HISTORICAL  EPOCHS  ACCORDING   TO   MARX
succession of progressive periods. In writing these
sentences, he was influenced by a political idea, rather
than by scientific reasoning.
The last two propositions serve to corroborate this
opinion. They are (proposition 14) : " The present
capitalistic conditions of production are to be considered
as the last antagonistic form of society, not in the
sense of individual antagonism, the antagonism rather
takes its origin from the social conditions of life of the
individuals. The productive forces, however, which are
developing under the present system, are at the same
time creating the material conditions which will make
possible the solution of this antagonism/3 (15) : " This
social system is, therefore, the closing phase of the pre-
history of human society ".
After having in an arbitrary way constructed the
history of the past, Marx feels equal to the task of
delineating the history of the future. The antagonism
resulting from the social conditions of the individuals
is class war, of which there has been no question in the
propositions until now; it is, however, sufficiently dis-
cussed in Marx's other writings. This antagonism, this
class war, is to cease completely after the coming revolu-
tion. The new productive forces growing in the womb
of existing society will make this possible. However,
the theory revealed in the first thirteen propositions did
not lead us to expect this result; no reason is given why
the productive forces developed in our own time should
have this effect announced in the fourteenth proposition.
This conclusion stands in no logical connection what-
ever with the preceding argument. The explanation
is given in other writings. " The greatest of all product-
ive forces", says Marx in The Poverty of Philosophy\
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